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when asked by what poem he would wish to be
most remembered, he waited a moment, and then
thoughtfully and seriously answered, "I think
' The Keformer ' embodies my sentiments."

In 1850, Mr. Whittier was active in bringing
about the coalition between theFree-Soilers and the
Democrats, wliich resulted in the election of George
S. Boutwell as governor of Massachusetts, with the
understanding that the Free-Soilers should name
the United States Senator and some of the state
officials.    Mr.   Whittier   insisted   that   Sumner
should be named as the Free-Soil candidate for
Senator, to fill the place made vacant by the resig-
nation of Daniel Webster, who entered the cabinet
of President Iillmore.    Whittier went to Phillips
Beach, Swampscott, to consult Sumner about the
matter, and to induce him to accept the nomination
for the senatorship, in case the coalition of Free-
Soilers and Democrats carried the State.    Sumner
was unwilling, but listened to his arguments, and
at length consented.     It was to this visit that the
poet referred in his poem " To Charles Sumner: "

" Thou knowest my heart, dear friend, and well canst guess
That, even though silent, I have not the less
Rejoiced to see thy actual life agree
With the large future which I shaped for thee,
When, years ago, beside the summer sea,
White in the moon, we saw the long waves fall
Baffled and broken from the rocky wall,
That, to iihe menace of the brawling flood,
Opposed alone its massive quietude,
Calm as a fate; with not a leaf nor vine
Nor birch-spray trembling in the still moonshine,
Crowning it like God's peace."

After the   governor  and his   council had been